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been told that one reason alleged for the official attitude was
fear of trouble in Ireland from the Ulster Volunteer Force
should the regular army be withdrawn.
Now Captain Spender, when at the War Office in 1911-12*
had been concerned in the scheme of defence for the United
Kingdom, and knew that in the event of war all four regular
divisions in Great Britain were to be withdrawn; but that the
other two, the Fourth and Sixth, were to remain in Ireland.
Knowing all this, ho assured his friends of the Committee of
Imperial Defence that the Ulster Volunteer Force not only need
cause no anxiety, but might be relied upon, if required, to take
the place of these two divisions. And as his friends were urgent
on the need for some action by the Conservative leaders to
hearten the Cabinet, he offered to go down to Wargrave and put
the case before Carson,
Major Spender is under the impression that Carson received
these ideas favourably and wrote two letters which Spender
took back to Town and delivered; but to whom these letters
were addressed he has completely forgotten* Such lapses of
memory are as tantalising to the biographer as they are inevit-
able when the broad obliterating streams of time and of war lie
between the present and the past. Sir Edward Carson himself
had more entirely forgotten the incident; but what is certain is
that he set to work to reassure the Government as to Ulster*
for The Times of Saturday the 1st August, 1914, contained the
following paragraph:
** Sir Edward Carson, in reply to a correspondent, has stated
that if required by the Government, a large body of Ulster
Volunteers will be willing and ready to give their services for
Home Defence and many will be willing to serve anywhere they
are required."
Carson returned to London either on the Saturday night or
on the Sunday morning: he was not present at the midnight
meeting at Lansdowne House* Of that meeting, however, I
have an account from Lord Lloyd, the only man (except the
Duke of Devonshire) now living who was there, Lloyd, under the
impression that his leaders would never listen to a ** mere back-
bencher's story," had persuaded Henry Wilson to go with him,
and they went in, together,
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